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  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
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    Lucretia Seigler 
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   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Inez Elliottt 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Frazier & Mimi Jackson 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Heyward & Mary Jane  Stuckey 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Guy San Fratello & Judy Barnes 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Greg & Melanie Mixon 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Gerhard & Carol Haimberger 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Fred & Janice Holbrook 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Ed & Cathy Keelen 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Ernie & Julie Bussells 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Faye Murrell 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Fran Brannon & Jeffrey 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Doris Cunningham 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Ed & Margie Billings 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Dave Bitters 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      David & Rev Alice Odell 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Dick & Barb Schneider 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 
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Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Doris Clevenger 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Crawford & Gail Bookout 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Dave & Carol Will & Family 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Christal McTier 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Our Pastors and Staff 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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Ms. Sharon Witherell 
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Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Chris Laughter 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Cassandra Staton Marshall 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Charlaine Pilkington 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Cathy Bostick 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      John and Charlene Carter 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Carol Williams 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Carol Griffith 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      David Waugh 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Carol Ginn and Family 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Byron & Nickie Dickson  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Bundrick Family 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Bubba & Kathy Locklair  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Brenda Turner 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Bob & Becky Eason and Family 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Alida Rawl 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Bill & Lucretia Seigler  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Bill & Karin Salter  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Beverly Hudson 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Bev Elbert  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Betsy Kent  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Ben & Linda Killian 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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Rev. Jana Creighton 
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 jana@sopc.net 
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 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Banks & Polly Robinson 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Paula Giugliano  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Andy & Pat Robosky 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Andy & Debbie Byrne and Family 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Amy Schwartz  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Al and Maragret Charles 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Allen & Julie Burnside 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Alison Forbes 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 
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jbssc@yahoo.com 
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 Director of Music Ministry 
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 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Aletha Robinson 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Al & Lou Krech 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Adrianna Lavell 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Zach & Robin Ashcraft 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Barbara Fowler 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 
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Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Willie Hale  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Virginia Martinez 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Vern & Alene Rogers 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Tom Falls & Rosemary Lambert-Falls  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Tish Lowe 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 
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 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Thomas & Melanie Smith and Family 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 
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 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Thomas & Betty Shuler and Family 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Terry & Maureen Clark  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Sandra Johnson 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Sarah Robinson 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Sue Busbee 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Sharon Staton 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 
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 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 
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Mrs. Sharon Staton 
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 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Scott & Jane Anderson 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Savannah Tapler 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Sarah Paschal and Family 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Sam and April White 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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Rev. Jana Creighton 
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 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 
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 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Sam and April White 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Ron & Delaine Crook  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Ron  & Sue Kesterson 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Robert & Kitsie Miller 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Richard Brinkley 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pete & Marty Spearman  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Mary Sandifer 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Savannah Tapler 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Patricia Williams 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pat Byrne 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      OB & Sarah Drayton 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Nick and Roni Verenes 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Nancy Taber  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 
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 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Nancy Humphries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Nan Foster 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Mr. and Mrs. Zach and Kaiti Fuller 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Monroe & Charlotte Swearingen 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Molly Jackson 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Missy Watts 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Mickey & Claudia Church  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Marty & Mary Hilyer 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 
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 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 
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jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Martha Hallbick 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Mark Ingram 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Mark Wishart & Marion Watson-Wishart 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Mark & Stephanie Pilkington and Family 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Mark & Mary Johnson 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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Ms. Sharon Witherell 
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Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Mark & Emalee Dillard 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Margaret Royals 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Mae Leviner  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Lou Ann Hilton 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Lloyd & Tina Pilkington 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Linda Schiesser 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Linda Floyd  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Kris & Mary Dempster and Family 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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Rev. Jana Creighton 
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 jana@sopc.net 
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 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 
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Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Kirk and Shelagh Wirth 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Kent & Marsha Phillips 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Ken & Sharon Watkins 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Ken & Mary Gasque and Family 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Ken & Marilyn O'Mellan  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Kathy Keane 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Kathryn Morganelli 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Kathie Cashion  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Kara Grant 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Justin & Misty Werner and Family 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      June Burkhalter 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      JS White 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Jonathan & Sarah Park and Family 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Johnadee White 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      John Vousden 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      John McCulloch 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      John & Tara Whitfield 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 
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Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 
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jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 
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 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
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 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      John & Sandra Jones 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 
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   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
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   Frank Sheppard 
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January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      John & Betty Anderson 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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 turk@wanadoo.mg 
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  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Joe & Myrna Gause  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Jo Groce 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
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 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 
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Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Jim & Elizabeth Taylor  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Donna Moore  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Jesse Summerlin 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Jenny Fogle 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Jennifer Swearingen 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 
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 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 
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jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 
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 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
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 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Jeanne LeBoeuf 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 
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Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 
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 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 
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 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Jean Mandeville 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Jay Robinson 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Janice Reiser  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Jim Wilhide 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Jana and Rusty Creighton 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Jack & Heather Noë  
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Jim and Anne Hill 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 
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jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 
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 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Kirk and Shelagh Wirth 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Bill Bailey 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Darren and Rebecca Taylor 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Daniel Perriero 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Amanda & Sydney Edwards 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Hal & Suzy Bowman 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 
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 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 
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 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 
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 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 
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 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 
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 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  
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  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 
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 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 

 

2
0

1
9

 
F

am
ily

  
Ch

ris
tm

as
 G

ath
eri

ng
  



Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
      Pastors, Staff and Missionaries 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com
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Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 

mailto:gmix309@gmail.com


Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 

mailto:mollyjackson803@gmail.com
mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com


 
Return Service Requested 530 St. Andrews Rd Columbia, SC 29210   Ph. (803) 772-1761   Fax (803) 772-1787   

  

Rev. Jana Creighton 

 Senior Pastor 

 jana@sopc.net 

 

Rev. Barry Shatzer, D. Min. HR 

Volunteer Parish Associate 

jbssc@yahoo.com 
 

 Dr. Lloyd R. Pilkington 

 Director of Music Ministry 
 

 Mr. Karl Thompson 

 Building Superintendent 
 

 Mrs. Sharon Watkins 

 Piano Accompanist  
 

 Miss Michaela Craven 

 Director of Children  

 and Youth 

 

Ms. Sharon Witherell 

 Office Manager 

 sopc@sopc.net 

  

Mrs. Sharon Staton 

 Finance Volunteer 

 sharon@sopc.net 

 

 Mrs. Amy Schwartz  

 Childcare Coordinator 
 

 Missionaries: 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turk 

 turk@wanadoo.mg 

 www.pcusa/org/            

 missionconnections/  

 profiles/turkd.htm 
 

  Class of 2020 - Session 
    Jeanne LeBoeuf - C.E. 
    Tish Lowe - Missions 
    Jack Noë - Good News 
    Monroe Swearingen– B&G 
    Mark Wishart - Fellowship 

 

Class of 2021 - Session 
Richard Brinkley - Admin. 
Linda Floyd - Worship 
Fred Holbrook - Admin. 
Melanie Mixon - Good News 
John Whitfield - Missions 
Shelagh Wirth - Worship 

Class of 2022—Session 
   Byron Dickson- B&G 
   Carol Griffith- Fellowship 
   Ed Keelen– C.E.  
   Mark Pilkington - C.E. 
   Sharon Staton - Admin. 
   Jim Taylor - Missions 
 Trustees 
    Lucretia Seigler 
   Beverly Hudson 
   Frank Sheppard 
     

Treasurer    Hal Bowman 

January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Church Office      

        Closed 
 6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
 

2   
9:00 SOPC  
        Quilters 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 

3 
6:45 Lanterns 
 

 4  
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 

 5  
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
 6:00 Chin Worship 
 

6  
4:30 PW  
Coordinating Team 
5:30 Ministry  
        Meetings 
7:00 NANA 

7  
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 8  
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 

9 10:00 Good    
    News Meeting 
10:30 Ruth Circle 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
  6:30 Hannah   
          Circle 

10  
6:45 Lanterns 
 

11 
 10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

12 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 J.A.M. 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
3;00 Reception for Alice 
6:00 Chin Worship 

 13 
  7:00  NANA 
   

14 8:45 Dept. of HE 
     Meeting  
11:00 Mary/Martha  
11:00 Pres.  
Communities Circle 
2:00 Rachel Circle 
7:00 NANA & YOGA 

 15  
5:00 Session docket                
         items due 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study  
7:00 NANA 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

16 
12:15 Chair Yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous 
 
 
 

 19 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Youth 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

20 
6:30 Session Mtg 
7:00  NANA   

21  
8:30 Quilters Board 
9:00 GC Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 22 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 
  

23 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

24 
6:45 Lanterns 
 
 

25 
10:00 Overeaters 
          Anonymous  

26 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Congregational 
Meeting/ Church Lunch 
12:15 Covenant 
           Ringers 
6:00 Chin Worship 

27 
  7:00  NANA 

28 
9:00 Comfort  
        Quilters 
7:00 NANA & Yoga 

 29 
5:30 Koinonia 
6:00 Chin Bible Study 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:00 NANA 

30 
12:15 Chair Yoga 

31 
6:45 Lanterns 

 

January 2020 Our members are linked every month with a member to pray for.  Please pray 
for this person or family by name each day. Thanks for being part of this  
important ministry as we continue to lift each other in prayer. 
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Happy New Year!  
 
During our Epiphany Sunday Worship in 2019, we drew ‘Star Words’ which 
help to shed God’s love and light onto our daily life journeys. My word was 
‘comfort’ yet somehow in my mind I turned that word into ‘caring’. I           
researched it, I wrote it down, I had caring cemented in my brain and for 
most of the year I walked around examining my ‘caring’ duties for those of 
you with whom I have had the privilege to walk. I even got so wrapped into 
caring for others that I forgot to care for myself, and one day while on     

continued education in Texas, exhausted and a bit lost, I got down once again and I prayed. What was I    
missing in this caring world? Why was I feeling this lack of caring? What is God doing through this journey of 
ours? A real moment of faith played out on this small room rug.  
 
Sometimes in life we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just need a cup of 
God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need God’s strength in us to do what we need to do. Second    
Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our 
weakness as the entry point of God’s strength gives access to God’s amazing power! When we put our faith 
and hope in God, it not only gives us help, strength, and power for where we walk today, but it also gives us 
hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation of the ultimate “tomorrow.” 
 
When I got back up, I looked up and saw that my star word actually said ‘comfort,’ not caring. I sat there for a 
few minutes and thought back to how many ways comfort has really been my ‘job’ this year. Comfort for this 
church, comfort for each of you, comfort for the homeless on our streets, comfort for my family and immediate 
family in death and struggle, comfort for those of us who have lost loved ones, and yes, even comfort for me. 
Comfort has been equally as important as 2018’s word for me, Awareness, though I only realized it in         
hindsight. The definition of comfort is a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or the alleviation of a  
person's feelings of grief or distress. We have gone through distress, grief, and pain individually and together. 
But it is a new year now and our sights are on different things. 
 
If we want the confident expectation of God’s strength and wisdom in our todays and God’s help and hope for 
our tomorrows, we need only ask so we may overflow with hope.  

 
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

On Sunday January 12 in worship, we will each receive our Star Word for 2020, our small slice of hope for   

tomorrows. This is a year of vision and hopes and dreams for God’s church. You are highly encouraged to be 

here to choose your word as we head into a year of clarity of vision. I look forward to walking with you. I look 

forward to caring for you, to comfort one another, to be more aware always, and to celebrate your own words 

when they come to life for you. May we grow together this year in faith, in love, in strength, in togetherness, for 

in Christ all good things are not only possible but promised. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Jana 

Acolyte Schedule 
 

1/5 N/A Communion  
1/12 Finn Bundrick 
1/19 Sydney Edwards 
1/26 Eli Bundrick 
2/2 N/A Communion 
2/9 Laura Crosby 
2/16 Abby Dempster 
2/23 Finn Bundrick 

Children’s Church Schedule 
 
1/5  Jean Mandeville  
1/12 Janice Reiser 
1/19 Carol Griffith 
1/26 Melanie Mixon 
 Marion Watson-Wishart 
2/2 Kitsie Miller 
2/9 Mary Dempster 
2/16 Sue Kesterson 
2/23 Jean Mandeville 

Christian Education   

Time with Children 
 

1/5 Tish Lowe 
1/12 Judy Barnes 
1/19 Julie Bussells 
1/26 Rusty Creighton 
2/2 Janice Holbrook 
2/9 Michaela Craven 
2/16 Pastor Jana 
2/23 Mark Johnson 

Schedules 

 We will be selling tickets for $35 from 
Jan. 12-27.   Pick-up will be Sat., Feb. 1 
from 4-6 pm and Sun., Feb. 2 following 
worship.  



Administration Ministry  
 

From the Administration Ministry:  Keeping your pledge up to date helps us plan and fulfill the programs of 
the church.  Last month’s offering and the year-to-date information are shown below: 
  
 Giving Budgeted Difference 
November $  36,710 $  31,957   $4,753 
YTD 2019 $378,067 $375,497 $2,570 
 

Total revenue for the first 11 months of the year (including other income in addition to offerings) and total 
expenses are shown below.  

 

Total Revenue through November   $394,683 
Total Expenses through November    $408,667 
 
Expenses in excess of Revenues           ($ 13,984) 

News from your Session  

Shepherd’s Center Opportunities 

Serving Sandwiches at Oliver Gospel Mission 
 

Seven Oaks has been making sandwiches on Saturdays for the Oliver Gospel Mission for 
many years.  We go to Centennial Presbyterian Church about 4 times a year.  If you are 
interested in joining this mission, please contact Greg Mixon, (803) 781- 6490 or  gmix309@gmail.com.  

Sharing God's Love:  Our monthly collection for January for Sharing God's Love is     
full-size toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, and bars of soap.  Please remember that we 
are now collecting these items on the first Sunday of each month.  Items may be placed 
in the black baskets in the narthex, or in the mission closet. 

Missions  

The Cooperative Ministry in Columbia has a critical need for men’s work pants, khaki  
pants, and jeans in all sizes.  These are pants for wear in construction and other outdoor  
jobs.  Men’s shirts, in larger sizes, short and long-sleeved, are also needed.  For women,  
there is an ongoing, critical need for plus sized clothing, sizes 12 and up.  All clothing  
donated is given away free to clients in the Columbia area. Place donations in the missions    
closet. 

The Winter Session of the Shepherd’s Center of St. Andrews will be January 14 – March 10. Shepherd’s 

Center is an interfaith learning program for adults 50 and older. SOPC is a sponsoring congregation. 

This Winter there will be classes on Great American Folk Singers, Understanding Human Behavior, Nine 

Battles That Changed the World, Hollywood’s Western Movies, and many more. The programs will be 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. The registration fee is $35.00. A catered lunch is available for $8.00.    

Registration is limited to 285 so early registration is important.   Brochures are in the Narthex or you may 

contact Hal Bowman for more information. You may also find more information at  

shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. 

º Providence Home’s Board of Directors and Staff are very grateful for your ongoing generosity.  
Your monthly contributions help make this ministry viable in the lives of our men!  Thank you!   
Rob Settle, Director 

º On behalf of Harvest Hope Food Bank and all those we serve, thank you for your kind and         
generous support this holiday season.  With gratitude, Wendy Broderick, Chief Executive Officer 

º There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express thanks for the Monday Morning Bible 
Study and how much you have meant to me over these many years. You have always spoiled me at 
Christmas but this year was over the top and it was such a unique idea. I’m sure when I opened the gift 
certificate that my eyes got as big as saucers.  This certainly will make our next vacation easier     
knowing that the dogs can be taken care of for a week at their favorite place. Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! I love you all. Pastor Alice 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmas gift giving for Providence Home. 
Gifts were delivered this past week just in time for Christmas. Our SOPC members        
continue to bring unexpected joy and support to these men through their generosity. We 
are still accepting contributions for furnishing a bedroom in the new dorm. Contact Tara 
Whitfield with any questions. 

º That you for your continued support of our mission.  Harvest Hope Food Bank 

º Thank you SOPC family for all the cards, gifts, and holiday wishes that you have given to your 
church staff.  We feel your love and are very appreciative. 

Thank you!  

At its last STATED Meeting on December 16, 2019  
 
1. Heard a report from Joseph A. Boyle, CPA, who conducted a financial review of our church books 

and records for 2019. He reported that our records are in excellent order.  A copy of the report is   
included with the December Session Minutes. 

 2. Heard a report of the Cuba trip and mission committee and voted to engage in teaching with SOPC 
regarding a three-year partnership with Nueva Paz congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cuba.  

3. Decided to move ahead with removing the tree on our property line. 
4. Decided to keep the January Stated Meeting on January 20. 
5. Approved selling our old soundboard for $550.00. 
6. Approved holding an offering at the Christmas Eve service to best give thanks to God for the gift of 

Jesus Christ. 
7. Approved the first reading of the new Employee Handbook. 
8. Signed cards and prayed for members and friends who have experienced illnesses, joys, or sorrows 

in recent weeks. 
9. Approved at our called meeting on December 9 to allow Berea Myanmar Mission Church to use    

fellowship hall on Dec 21 from noon-10pm. Jack Noe volunteered to be present during part of       
Myanmar’s celebrations. 

10. Approved allowing the Dept. of Health and Environment to use Fellowship Hall, two small        
classrooms, and the kitchen on January 14, April 14, June 9, and August 4, 2020. 

11. Monroe Swearingen asked for the Session Docket to be put on the SOPC website monthly. 
12. Discerned to address at January session meeting the planning and implementation of safety team 

recommendations for an emergency medical response team. 
      Jim Wilhide, Clerk of Session 
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Reception honoring Rev. Alice Odell 
Sunday, January 12 

from 3-5 p.m. 

1/1  Daniel Perriero 
1/5  Bill Bailey 
1/5  June Burkhalter 
1/5  Linda Schiesser 
1/7  Mae Leviner 
1/8  Cathy Keelen 
1/10  Crawford Bookout 
1/10 Karan Bundrick 
1/11 Carol Griffith 

1/14 Banks Robinson 
1/23 Michaela Craven 
1/23 Barbara Fowler 
1/23 Janice Holbrook 
1/28 Jacob Schwartz 
1/29 Virginia Martinez 
 
 
 

 

Community Corner  

Worship Ministry  

January Birthdays 
 If we have missed 

your birthday, 
please let the 

church office know 
and we will update 

our files.  
Thank you! 

We hate to see Pastor Alice retire from Seven Oaks and want to honor her as she begins the next chapter of 
her life.  Her Monday Morning Bible Study is sponsoring this reception and hopes that  everyone will come 
and thank Alice for all her love given to us at Seven Oaks.  She will truly be missed and we treasure all the 
good memories. 
 

The Fellowship Ministry invites you to sign up for Supper Club Meals to be held February, March and April. 
One month you will select a date and place and coordinate with the participants on your month rotation. The 
goal is to have each meal with different members. For questions and to sign up, call Molly Jackson at (803) 
798-3750 or email mollyjackson803@gmail.com. Please do so by Monday, January 20, 2020. 
 

Sunday, January 26 there'll be a Church Luncheon right after worship. The menu planned is Pork          
Tenderloin, Roasted Whole Potatoes, Lima Beans, Glazed Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cornbread, and Dessert. We 
hope every one will be able to come and enjoy eating with friends. 
 

Kononia begins Wednesday, January 8 and will continue each Wednesday (except for Family Promise 
Week) through Ash Wednesday.  On January 22, we will have a pot lock, with everyone bringing something 
yummy to Share.  Good News and Christian Ed will kick off Small Groups that night. 
 

If you did not mark on the Time and Talent Sheet that you could help with clean up after some of our meals, 
please consider volunteering so that a few will not have to do all the work.  Contact the church office or Carol 
Giffith (360-5916 or 749-9734) to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

The January ladies luncheon will be at The Peanut Man, 3905 Fernandina Rd., 
Columbia, at twelve noon on Monday, January 20. If attending, please notify     
Margaret Royals, 803-957-0430 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  
 

Presbyterian Communities celebrates the ministry of Alice 
Odell in a farewell luncheon! You will be deeply missed Alice! 

The SOPC Staff honored Pastor Alice with a luncheon and 
shared “Alice Stories.”     

Adele Little, Development Director of 
Providence Home, dropped by to bring 
Christmas pastries for the SOPC staff 
and to extend their appreciation for all 
SOPC does for the men at Providence 
Home.  She was delighted to see the 
Giving Tree display in the Narthex.   

 
 

Blue Christmas 
Service  

 
Lighting  

Candles for 
Loved Ones Lost  

The 2020 Flower Calendar is now in the narthex.  Please sign up for flowers by 
both signing beside the date you want AND taking an envelope.  Complete the   
information on the envelope and either put it in the offering plate or take it to the 
church office.  Thank you for your willingness to place flowers in the sanctuary in 
2020! 

Fun and learning at the Youth Lock-In. 

You’re Invited! 

Fellowship Ministry 
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