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 Hold this spot!
No, Annah didn’t forget to finish the cover page. 

This space is where an article from
our Pastor might go.

You are invited to hold this spot in your hearts and
prayers as God prepares our future Pastor for us. 
We claim, with all the assurance of our faith, that

our loving, wise, mighty Lord is at work via the
Holy Spirit, placing a call on the heart of our

Pastor-to-be!

May the Divine One grant us discernment and
endurance to run the race before us in our search.



Continue on page 2

Dear Congregation of Seven Oaks,
The outpouring of your love has been such a blessing during this time of transition.  Thank
you for our final day together and the memories we made in worship and in reminiscing. 

Thank you to all who took precious time to prepare and make February 4th beautiful.  Thank
you for the beautiful “Shore Birds” painting by Kathy Morganelli.  “The Christ in me sees the

Christ in you.”  Thank you for the REI gift card- I will use this to prepare for my Spiritual
pilgrimage to the El Camino Trail in Spain in September.  Thank you for the overwhelming

love offering that will be put to use in beginning a new life, with new dynamics and new love
of family.

We have been through many good and challenging times over the years.  The memories
and history we have made constantly amaze me and will stay with me, along with all the

learning therein.  Most importantly, the friendships and love for the Lord you have
displayed, especially over this past 2 years, will be mine to cherish for a lifetime.

My prayers will remain with you. May God be with you until we meet again.

Pastor Jana



Len
t

The Liturgical Season of Lent began with Ash Wednesday on February 14th and will last until Easter
Sunday on March 31st.  How will you intentionally draw closer to God through subtracting a

distraction or adding a spiritual discipline to grow in your relationship with Christ as we remember
His journey to the cross?



March
1st: Kathy Locklair, Elizabeth Taylor

2nd: Lauren Finnegan
5th: Alene Rogers
8th: Shelagh Wirth

9th: Betty Anderson, Greg Mixon
10th: Brenda Turner

13th: Finn Creighton, Garrett Lane
15th: Troupe Cartee
16th: Sarah Bryan

18th: Loretta Demko
22nd: Beth Sellars
23rd: Annah Hiers

24th: Savannah Tapler
26th: Kirk Wirth

28th: Weston Pilkington
29th: Bev Elbert

If your birthday is missing or listed incorrectly, please contact Annah in the church office.



Maundy
Thursday

Please join us on Thursday, March
28, 2024, at 6 pm for a Come as

You Are Maundy Thursday
Communion Service & Simple Soup

Supper in the church Fellowship
Hall.

Please return this flyer to the church
office or place it in the offering
baskets by Thursday, March 21,

2024, so that we know how many
to prepare for.  If you forget to

RSVP, call, or just come anyway!  

Name: _________________

Phone Number: ____________

Number of People Attending: ___

Donations to defray the cost of the
meal will be accepted at the event.



On Sunday, February 25th, we welcomed Bruce C Hurley into
membership at SOPC.  We are so very thankful for his many gifts,

his willingness to help wherever needed, and his commitment to SOPC
through membership!  Be sure to reach out and let him know that

you’re glad he has joined our family of faith officially.



As you read in the last letter from the Session, we
have entered into a contractual agreement with a

church management group called “Church Fuel.” For
a reasonable monthly fee, (which can be canceled
any time without penalty,) we will work with them

to enhance our ability to attract new visitors as well
as utilize their extensive training and coaching

material to sharpen our leadership and
communication skills. Church Fuel is a well-

seasoned organization. They have worked with over
6000 churches and have trained over 70,000 leaders.
While we are just beginning to work with them, we

are impressed with their track record and the broad
number of tools they offer to increase our visitor
traffic. Please stay tuned as we put into practice

their recommendations.

From: Ed Keelen 



All women of the church are invited to a spring retreat on Friday, April
5th.  This year, we will go to the USC campus for bistro lunch dining at

McCutcheon House, followed by a tour of the Anne Frank Center.  We will
meet at the church at 10:30 am.  Cost will be $25.00 per person: $15 for
lunch and $10 for admission.  Please call or email Dallene Smith at 847-
528-0379 or dallene611@gmail.com with any questions.  Bring a friend!

Anne Frank Center:
The Anne Frank Center on the USC campus brings to life the story of the young Jewish girl who
– in the pages of her world-renowned diary – documented two years of hiding in German-

occupied Amsterdam during World War II. By sharing Anne's legacy with visitors, students, and
teachers, USC’s Anne Frank Center seeks to inspire our commitment to never be bystanders but

instead to stand up together against antisemitism, bigotry, and inequality wherever it may
exist today.

McCutchen House:
The McCutchen House is operated by the School of Hospitality and Tourism Management at
USC. Under the supervision of the director and professional chefs, hospitality management

students learn restaurant management skills through the preparation and service of a bistro
lunch, which is open to the public during the fall and spring semesters. The McCutchen House

also offers services for private or professional events.

Please return this form to Dallene Smith or to the church office by Sunday,
March 31, 2024.

Name(s): _________________________________________________
Phone Number(s): ____________________________________________

Email Address(es): _____________________________________________

Is your Check or Cash attached for $25 per person?
Please make checks payable to SOPW with “2024 Spring Retreat” in the memo line.



Tulips, Ribbons, & Meditation, oh my!
Activities for EVERYONE during Lent!

Contact Kathy Keane for more information: 803-467-4224.
March 10 and 17 (after church): 

Plant a tulip (re-pot) in provided pot
as a family or an individual. Place it

beneath the outside cross and water it
each Sunday. They should be blooming

by Easter, when you can take your
flower home!! Optional small

donations appreciated and accepted.   

Ribbon Prayers: Types of
prayers will be designated with
colors.  Pray, take a ribbon and

tie it to the designated tree. 
Ribbons will be left at the

office and Narthex.  

MARCH MEDITATIONS/LUNCH!! We will
have a beginners’ Christian meditation
class during Lent on Fridays beginning
March 1, from 11:30 am – 12:30ish pm.

Annie Moffatt will lead us. After, let’s get
to know each other and share a lunch!!

Contact Kathy Keane (803-467-
4224)…….or just come!! Meet in the
church Library/Bride’s Room in the

Narthex--on the left as you’re heading
into the Sanctuary.

Meditations: 3/1, 3/8, 3/15, 3/22, 3/29
Lunch provided for the first meeting on 3/1. 



Several SOPC members visited Presbyterian
Community on January 24th to enjoy Nancy
Humphreys’ beautiful collection of antique

toys! Many of these are toys from her
childhood and some belonged to family

members, dating back to the 1800’s. What a
treasure! Thanks for sharing with us, Nancy!!

 From Seven Oaks Elementary School:
“This is so late, but we wanted to thank you for the

breakfast you provided to our staff when they came back
from the winter holiday.  It was a nice way to begin the day

& catch up with each other before getting down to
business.  We always appreciate all the nice things that

you do for us!”

From Mae Leviner to Our Youth:
“Bless all of you!  It was all good.  I ate all the candy.  May

the Lord always be a good friend to all.  Thanks!”

Dear SOPC, 
Thank you for opening your doors for our

community health screening in your area.  It is
because of your generosity that Life Line
Screening is able to bring these health

screenings into your community and for that, we
are very appreciative.

We look forward to working together again! 

Sincerely,
Kayleigh Bair, Life Line Screening 



Photos

 March Ladies’ Luncheon

The next Ladies’ Luncheon will be on Monday, March  18th.
Time: noon

Place: M Kitchen on Columbiana Drive, 29212
RSVP: Margaret Royals, 

mroyals052@gmail.com, 803-957-0430, 803-608-1434

Men’s Lanterns Prayer
Group meets Friday

mornings at 6:45 am in the
church Fellowship Hall.

Join us for breakfast,
fellowship, and prayer. 



Youth should have received
information about summer camp
from Pastor Jana.  If you didn’t
see it, contact the Bussells or

Annah in the church office.

Sunday, March 3rd, we will meet at 5:30 at the Labyrinth at McGregor
Presbyterian Church and celebrate World Day of Prayer as we walk, pray and
meditate. Terry Candee, a McGregor member, will make a short presentation

about the labyrinth. Our meeting, including pizza dinner, will be outside if
weather permits.  

On March 10th, we’re planning to meet with Westminster youth and roller
skate or ice skate. Final plans tba.

March 17th, we will have youth at SOPC, and we’ll work on our Easter skit for
Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday.

No Youth on March 24 and March 31. Happy Spring Break!!



Our Youth and
Advisors learning

through doing with
creative movement

and expression. 

2-4-2024



We’ve got a great BOOK GROUP going. We just need you to join us! We start our
meetings by solving a couple of the world’s problems before we get into our book

discussion…but only a couple. For our March meeting, we will discuss Upstairs at the
White House by J.B West and Mary Lynn Katz. Check it out on Amazon. It’s an insightful,

informative, and enjoyable read. Then, let Kitsie Miller know you’re coming via text or
phone call at 803-463-6958 by March 21st. We will meet at Snow’s Ice Cream by Steve’s

Hamburgers on March 28th at 1:30 pm. Check us out. You’ll be glad you did.

If you would like to place Easter Lilies in the
Sanctuary to The Glory of God and/or in honor or
memory of a loved one, please contact Annah in

the church office.  They are $15 each.  Checks
should be made payable to SOPC with “Easter

Lily” in the memo line.  Please also include a note
with how you would like the listing worded.  

The deadline to order is Sunday, March 10th.



Our Neighbors and Siblings in Christ at McGregor PC 
Have Invited Us To Join Them on a Bus Trip to Visit the 
International African American Museum 

in Charleston, SC
on Tuesday, May 7, 2024.

“Engage with history through transformative storytelling, remarkable
artifacts and exhibitions, and a uniquely impactful power of place.”

“We will depart from the McGregor’s parking lot at 9:00 a.m. and arrive for our tour of the museum at 11:00
a.m. Following the two-hour tour, we will board the bus and travel to the Charleston City Market for lunch

and a bit of shopping before returning home.”

Adults under 62 - $61.00 per person (includes bus and tour ticket)

Seniors 62+ - $55.00 per person (includes bus and tour ticket)

An initial deposit of $20.00 per person was requested by January 31st, but they may have spots left!

Final payment ($41.00 for adults under 62 or $35.00 for Seniors 62+) will be due no later than March 17th.

Initial deposit and final payment should be made payable to Zobel Travel LLC. Checks can be turned into the
McGregor PC church office or given to Jayne Woodward.

For questions or to reserve your spot, contact: Jayne Woodward, 803-730-5072, minniewoodward@aol.com.



MORE Justice is currently addressing 3 issues: 
Food Justice, Gun Violence, and Affordable Housing.

Last year we asked for a commitment to fund a mobile food market.
Columbia now has a mobile market and a local farm to supply it. Now we

are asking the City Council to prioritize the market by committing to a
budget line item for food insecurity. We hope to establish more mobile

markets and/or create new food insecurity solutions.

Last year we asked that a problem analysis from an outside source be
conducted for Gun Violence. Mayor Rickenmann established a new Office of
Gun Violence funded with a $800,00 budget. They plan to use the in-house

assessment. We are asking that they use part of that budget to have a
problem analysis by an organization like the National Network for Safe

Communities.

Affordable Housing has made strides, and we celebrate those. $4million
has been set aside and we are advocating for it to be dedicated to an
Affordable Housing Trust Fund and monies dedicated annually to the

development of new affordable housing units.

Please join us at the Nehemiah Action and March 18th. We need your
presence and your prayers to address these issues. It would be a great

chance to check us out and learn more.  Contact Polly Robinson for MORE
Justice details.







Have you met Scout?  She is a symbolic representation of the
amazing Troop 91 young ladies who meet here at SOPC!  She
lives in the church office and wears a sash with badges and
patches and pins that represent some of the ways SOPC and
Troop 91 have worked together in the past few years.  Come
say hello!  Also, check out the Troop 91 folks fetaured in the

Irmo News below!



...FREE meals for anyone who’s hungry in body or spirit on
 Sunday afternoons from 3:30 - 5 pm in the SOPC Pavilion.

Please don’t forget your donations of non-perishable food,
bottled water, travel size or individually wrapped hygiene

items, gently used clothes/shoes, warm blankets, emergency
mylar blankets available on Amazon, tents, sleeping bags,
coats/gloves/hats, etc. for our Blessing Box and Clothing
Closet.  If you have questions about items for the Blessing

Box, contact Sharon Staton.  If you have questions about items
for the Clothing Closet, contact Loretta Demko.



SOPC will collect these items to take to Sharing
God’s Love through Palm Sunday, Marcy 24,
2024.  If you have items to donate, please

place them in the large baskets leading into
the Sanctuary or bring them by the church

office.





Church Women United World Day of
Prayer is Friday, March 8 @ 10:30. Join
your sisters in Christ @ Trinity Episcopal

Cathedral, downtown Columbia for
worship & fellowship.  Contact Shelagh

Wirth for more information.

Scan this QR code or contact 
Tish Lowe for more information.



Available in the spring and summer of 2024 
•Multiple editions of the Bible study: English, ecumenical, Spanish, large print, and audio 

•Resources to spread the word: Promotional poster/flier, eBlasts, Pendant/Charm 
•Resources to learn more about the study: Workshop for Leaders, Companion DVD, blogs 

•Bible study resources in Horizons magazine: begin with the Summer 2024 issue 
•And more! 

The Rev. Dr. Patricia K. Tull is A. B. Rhodes Professor Emerita of Hebrew Bible at Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary.
Among other publications, she is author of the 2001–2002 PW/Horizons Bible Study Esther’s Feast and of Inhabiting Eden:
Christians, the Bible, and the Ecological Crisis (Westminster John Knox, 2013). A Climate Reality presenter, GreenFaith Fellow,
and former program director of Hoosier Interfaith Power & Light, Trisha lives on 50 acres outside of Henryville, Indiana, with
her spouse, the Rev. Don Summerfield, in a Net-Zero home. They have six children and seven grandchildren. 

Patricia Tull, author of the 2024–2025 PW/Horizons Bible study Let Justice Roll Down: God’s Call to Care for Neighbors and All
Creation, describes her call for creation justice in this way: “When I first learned of the climate crisis, I wondered 
how a biblical scholar with few practical skills could help and found my purpose in learning about ecology and teaching people 
of faith what I could. Such is not everyone’s skillset or desire, but each of us has something to do with all our hearts.” 
We are called to care for neighbors and God’s creation with all our hearts, with particular care for society’s least powerful 
members who are disproportionately impacted by unjust systems. In God’s first instructions to the nation of Israel we hear 
“you shall not pervert the justice due to the poor” (Exodus 23:6); in Moses’ final speech at the promised land’s border, he 
reiterated, “Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue” (Deuteronomy 16:20); and from Amos, the earliest recorded prophet, 
“Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream” (Amos 5:24). Scripture reminds us that we are 
called to speak out to urge our society to act for just transitions in this fast-changing world. 
We invite you to join Presbyterian Women as we explore, with all our hearts, God’s call to care for our neighbors and for creation. 
Readers will learn about ecological systems, the challenges we face in this time of accelerated climate change, and thepossibilities 
available to address or counter the impact of human-made stress on our environment. Further, readers will explore theological 
questions that point us to act and engage, in small and large ways. 

About the Author 

Bible study, supplemental materials, and other helps! 

 
To preorder, order, or learn more, visit presbyterianwomen.org/shop or call 800/533-4371

(Monday–Friday, 9AM to 5PM, EST). 

Horizons isn’t just a Bible study, Horizons is a magazine too! 
In fact, current Horizons magazine subscribers receive the 2024—2025 PW/Horizons Bible 
study in March 2024 (and Bible study helps begin with the Summer 2024 issue). Subscribe 
by April 1, 2024, and you will too! 
Call toll-free 866/802-3635 or visit presbyterianwomen.org/subscribe! 

Introducing the 2024–2025 PW/Horizons Bible study 

Let Justice Roll Down 
God’s Call to Care for Neighbors and All Creation                                                                          

By Patricia K. Tull  With Suggestions for Leaders by Rebecca Barnes

Author Patricia K. Tull



Whenever you need to reserve a room for a new church function or other
group function, PLEASE do Annah, Karl, and Admin. Ministry a favor and
fill out one of these forms.  It helps us tremendously as we seek to keep

thorough records and to be good stewards of our facilities at SOPC.  If the
room needs to be set up a certain way, please also fill out a Room Set Up

form.  They are available in the church office.  Thanks!



You are invited!
Worship: Sundays at 11 am

Sunday School for All Ages: Sundays at 9:45 am

Church Office Hours:
M-Th: 10 am - 2 pm

803-772-1761
530 St. Andrews Road, Columbia, SC 29210

www.sopc.net
Email: sopc@sopc.net



Staff:
Office Administrator: Mrs. Annah G. Hiers -- sopc@sopc.net 

Volunteer Financial Administrator: Mrs. Sharon Staton -- sharon@sopc.net
Director of Music Ministry: Dr. Stephen Simmons -- stephen@sopc.net 

Accompanist: Mrs. Sharon Watkins 
Buildings & Grounds Superintendent: Mr. Karl Thompson  

Nursery Coordinator: Mrs. Amy Schwartz 
Office Help As Needed: Ms. Haley Thompson 

Session: 
* indicates chair 

Clerk of Session:  Polly Robinson 

Class of 2024: 
Hal Bowman - Administration 

John Carter - Buildings & Grounds* 

Class of 2025: 
Fred Holbrook - Administration* 

Ed Keelen - Reshape* 
Sharon Staton - Missions* 
Sharon Watkins - Worship* 

Class of 2026: 
Liz Harris - Fellowship 

Kathy Keane - Christian Ed* 
Banks Robinson - Fellowship* 

Trustees: Sue Kesterson, Frank Sheppard, Carol Griffith 

Treasurer: Hal Bowman 

Presbyterian Women Moderator (SOPW): Mary Johnson 



Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church

@seveoakspc

@sevenoakspresbyterianchurch6292

Worship Zoom Link: 
https://zoom.us/j/743754044?

pwd=bWlHWWJWOFR4UG1zQkZuRVRIaE41dz09
Meeting ID: 743 754 044

Roads to Faith Sunday School Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/508111743

Meeting ID: 508 111 743


